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Forrita I M atters 

Claims 1-2 mid 4-30 were examined and rejected. Claim 4 is cunccHixl by Ihis anicniinjvnt 
The cancellation of Claim 4 is made witlioul ]')iCjU(!ic<.^ to renewal, wilhoul inU nl to au;uic.sco 

iiny rcjcclion, and without intent lo surrender any .-snVJet-i miiitcr enconipasst-d ()y the CLil^cclc^i eliiims. 

The applicants expressly reserve the right to pursue i\t\y eaiiccled subject mailer in oiu: or mn\x 

continiialion and/or divisional applications. 

Claim'Thasbccaamendcd'to furlherclariiy tho-c — 

Applicants respectfully rcqiicst rcconsidciiiJi^'ii oftlie nppHcuHon in view oflhc Miictidineats ind 

remarks made herein and allow Claims 1 -2, 5-30, llu* only claims pending al ter cnliy i>f Uic I'lUcndu'vciits 

set-forth hcrcui. 

No new matter has been added. Accordinj^ly, iUl: Applicants respectfully rcqnt^M cnlr y of Iho 
amendments. 

Rejection uiuK Sf^ IJ.S.C, SLU 
Claim 4 is rejected under 35 (J.S.C. §11?., sotdul pariigraph as beh)g indulniile. Clain\ 4 has 
been cancelled. Accordingly, Applicants respect fitliy kxtikh.i ihaL this rejection be wliiulrawu. 

Claims 1 ,2, 4-26, 28-30 arc rejected under :iS U.S.C. §102(b) as being anIicipiUed by Kaster (US 
Patent No. 4,366,819), As noted above, Claim 4 haji b.,cn eaneellcd. Regardinij C^laims 1,2, 5 '26, 28-30, 
Applicants rcspeetrully submit that all of the elcmerjis of 11 jo;3o claims are nt^t ibund iji Ki^ster. 

Independent Claims 1,7, 14, 22 and 25, aiKi slio i-luinis that depend lhcrefron>, specify a first 
structural mcan^i having a tubular region tliat teinnn: tcs in a lip al one end and a hcenod sUuohjral means 
having a tubular region that tentiinales in a lip al oiu; end. In other words, the claims spv:cify lh;U bo^b 
sti'uctural means include a tubular reyion thai lenniiinU k iu a lij> nt an end of the tiibuha* region. 

In making this rejection, the Examiner in<He;..i(:s that tube 52 of Kaster is i\ CirM s^tiuctural menns 
and ilxation ring 56 of Kaster is a second strueluvrtf miNsn.'j. As noted above, each ofth^sc rnu J ineUuie a 
tubular region that temiinates in a lip at one end in oaKv to ?inticipatc the subject claii>^.s. Ucj'.Mxling 
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Up, llio Rxamiiicr refers to 52g of lube 52 (for example vvllU rcsiicct to an asserted fiiM stjiicltnrj means 
relating to tlic rejection of Claims 14 and 15) and |^',IlC)^Jliy lo i'lG. 9, Le., does jiot indlatUi a lii) of 
Jixation ring 56. Applicants respectfully submit tliat Kfih-lvr does not teach ilmt tube 5:^ and Hxcliou rini; 
56 both include a lube that terminates at a lip at one c n-.L 

Por example, fixation ring 56 docs not idci^lify (ironjcrwifio indicate a tnbi'Jiir rci-ion 
lenniaaLcis in a lip at oiie end. FitiJt and foremost, fo.r tion rin^j 56 does not include a \i\buiav rf.jMon. A:; 
noted in reference to FIG. 9, fixation ring 56 is sinub.r (o Ihot.c elcjncnls previously described. Kiister 
devscribcs fixation ring 16 as a circular member hii vi^g o. eonccntri e ccnlnil aporlitre, il^^c shape being oFn 

^sKalIow*lRuicat'e^^^ — 

Fig. 1). As clearly shown in FIGS. I and 9, the ii.xa:i )Ji rm« of Kasicr merely includes an aperUirc for 
receiving tube 12 (FIG. I) or tube 52 (FIG. 9) and douj? include a Inbuhir rciyon. Aceordin^/.Iy, for :it 
least this reason Kasterdoes teach all of the claimed ck »iicntK. Ilo>vever, ass;unnng ui>iiii.nd{) tl>ut 
fixation ring 56 may be considered a tubular rcgioD, fixuiioa ring 56 docs not tonninsde in » lii> i\i one 
end. In fact, there is no lip or analogous structure pfc>c.nf about any portion of (ix^tion ring 56. let alone 
at an end of the fixation ring. 

Accordingly, for at least the reasons described abf>ve, Kasler docs not anliciputc Chiiin-^ 1 ,2, 5- 
26, 28-30, under 35 U,S.C, §102(b)- As such, tho any.Uv.Juts respectfully retpiost that lliiw rejt ct'iw bo 
witlidrawn. 

Claim 27 is rojcctcd under 35 U.S.C- §lo:'i{:0 c.h being unpatentiible ovc; KnMcr in view of 
MeClellan (US Patent No. 6,007,576). 

Claim 27 depends from Independent Claim 25 which, as described aliovo, spt ciiics iin 
anastomosis system having a first structural mean-f; h-wUv^ a tubulfir region thnl icnninates in u lip al one 
end and a second structural means having a tubuliir v..t|,>ioi) Hint lenninalos in a li]> a1 nne cn<l. I lowcvcr, 
also as described above, Kaster fails to describe an {V.iosU^mosis system having such slructnie vr nny 
analogous structure, MeClellan is cited solely for H::\v]iuvj, that un anastomosis de\ieo may he provided 
in a variety oFsi'/es in order to accommodate difli.TC.U .si/.v?s of vessel and as such Ihils la in;ikr-ii}> for 
the deficiencies of K aster. 

Accordingly, for at least the reasons dcscrJhcd iibovc. Raster in view of MeClellan faiK lo te*v;h 
or suggest all of the limitations of Claim 27. As ^mI, Wvi ^;i>i>lic^its respectfully request (hat lliis 
rejection be witlidrawn. 
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Conclusion 

AppHciint submits that all of the claims oro jji condiLioji for allowance, which L^clion is icqucsU il. 
If llic Exnniincr finds that a telephone confercnco \Vi\[M expedite Lhop«>sowlioii of litis applknUon, 
|>Icasc telephone the undersigned at the number provi<]c:<i. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized lo clnr^vj awy uiulcrpayrncat of fcc$ i sKOciatod witli this 
commimicalion, including any necessary fees for cxti. Diiojis of lime, or credit any oyi:rpayiiiv'iil lo 
Deposit Acumnt No. 50-08 1 5, order number STA N - 1 32< :» P. 



Ucspccitlully subnulled, 



Date: ^'S9 o V 




Bfcl E. Fichl 
Rcgislralion No. 37,620 



Dale: 



.._ . — 

Susan C. Tali 
Rcgistralioii No. 52,272 



BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 
200 Middlcficld Road, Suite 200 
Mcnlo Park, CA 94025 
Telephone: (650) 327-3400 
Facsimile: (650) 327-3231 

I-:MX)CUM(-:NT\STAN (Slimroi-d)\J32CIP\Rc{ipoHS« to final Oflwc A ilo.vdi c 
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